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HILLWALKING & MOUNTAIN SKILLS TRAINING IN 2020 
 

Do you enjoy spending time in the mountains with like-minded people? 
Do you want to learn or be assessed to lead or supervise hillwalking or climbing yourself? 

 

If the answer to any of these questions is yes, we can help! 
 

We can offer you great skills and training opportunities in 2020! 
 

Early Season Skills Weekend (hillwalking):  
Friday 28 February (travelling) to Sunday 1 March 2020 
Pre-meet: Sunday 23 February, afternoon (details TBC) 
 

Summer Season Skills Weekend (hillwalking or climbing): 
Friday 15 May (travelling) to Sunday 17 May 2020 
Pre-meet: Sunday 3 May, afternoon (details TBC)  
 

Late Season Skills Weekend (hillwalking): 
Friday 20 November (travelling) to Sunday 22 November 2020 
Pre-meet: Sunday 15 November, afternoon (details TBC) 
 
These weekends are run by Peak ASU, an Active Support Unit run jointly by GLSW and Surrey Scout 
Counties and made up of leaders who are also hillwalking and climbing trainers and assessors and have 
been working together as a team for many years.  We support and train other leaders and 
Beaver/Cub/Scout/Explorer leaders and lead groups in the hills and mountains ourselves; many of us hold 
the Mountain Leader and/or Rock Climbing Instructor Awards, as well as adventurous activities permits for 
the Scouts.  We are also an approved provider of the National Navigation Award Scheme. 
 
All three skills weekends are run from GLSW’s activity centre, Yr Hen Neuadd, in Bethesda in Snowdonia, 
North Wales.  All adult members of the Scouts are welcome.  Each skills weekend costs £65 per participant 
(including food and accommodation, but not travel costs). Please book and pay online at 
https://www.trybooking.co.uk/NCV - places will be allocated on a first-come-first-served basis (but with 
priority given to leaders from GLSW and Surrey Scout Counties if there is high demand).  Transport to the 
skills weekends will be arranged, at the pre-meetings, between participants and instructors (with fuel costs 
apportioned through car-sharing).  Some Groups or Districts offer assistance with funding, so please ask 
yours; you may have to apply to them before booking or attending a skills weekend. 
 
The programme structure for the skills weekends is flexible and can be adapted to meet the requirements of 
those taking part.  This will be discussed fully with participants and covered at the pre-meet (please ensure 
that you let us know when booking what you wish to achieve). Pre-meet details will be confirmed nearer the 
time with those booked to attend each weekend.  The pre-meet is not compulsory but participants generally 
find it useful and we do treat it as part of the course. It is strongly recommended for everyone, but 
especially those doing assessments. 
 
Mountain skills covered over the skills weekends could include some or all of the following, depending on 
participants’ objectives: 

https://www.trybooking.co.uk/NCV


 
 A general and practical introduction to the many aspects of hillwalking/climbing, with the weekend 

providing training for all the basic personal skills required 
 

 Party management and the additional technical skills of leadership in the mountains 
 

 Route planning and navigation 
 

 Movement over steep or mixed ground, including confidence rope skills for those wishing to lead 
groups in Terrain 2 

 
 Group supervision and monitoring 

 
 Leading and seconding on climbing routes, including placing protection (May only) 

 
 Climbing ropework skills and building anchors (May only) 

 
 Training and guidance for those wishing to work towards achieving Scout permits and/or 

qualifications such as the National Navigation Scheme Awards, Hill and Moorland Leader, Mountain 
Leader or (May only) Rock Climbing Instructor Awards 

 
 Building experience/log book by acting as an assistant leader, using skills previously gained, or 

exploring unfamiliar routes 
 

 For those who have appropriate previous experience, assessments for Scout permits can be taken 
over the weekend (hillwalking: Terrains 1 or 2, leading or supervising; and climbing in May only). 
(Notification must be given when booking, please) 

 
The pre-meet will cover navigation techniques, equipment, risk assessment and other areas that participants 
may wish advice on.  The Scouts’ adventurous activities permit scheme will also be discussed.  Route plans 
will be completed for the weekends and transport to Bethesda will be agreed.  
 
Weekends in the mountains can be physically demanding.  Participants must be fit enough to sustain and 
enjoy a full programme (especially in February/March, when snow should be expected).  Peak ASU 
recognises that climbing and hillwalking are activities with a danger of personal injury or death.  Participants 
in these activities should be aware of and accept these risks and be responsible for their own actions. 
 
These weekends are always very popular, so please book your place as soon as possible. Do contact either 
of us if you have any questions, or if you want to have a general chat about mountain activities. 
 
Simon Keen       Martin David 
Manager, Peak ASU     Assistant Manager, Peak ASU 
County Adviser for Mountain Activities in GLSW  ACC (Explorers) in Surrey 
Telephone:  07816 405201 / 020 8661 7532  Telephone:  07563 552246 
Email:  simon_keen2000@hotmail.com   Email:  mdavidscouts@aol.com 
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